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CAMPION COLLEGE

Principal’s Christmas Letter
We survived the Chikv Term!
The school community
had to draw deeply from
the well of fortitude this
term as we battled the
ubiquitous chikungunya
virus. With roughly half
of our teachers and a
quarter of our student
population affected by
the disease, we still
maintained
a
90%
attendance rate. As soon
as
students
and
teachers were over the
most
debilitating
symptoms,
they
returned to school and
set about making up for

missed
classes.
One
teacher conducted her
5th
Form
Literature
class by Skype, many
others made good use of
the e-learning site to
keep in touch with sick
students
and
used
consultation times for
make-up classes.
I want to
commend
all
those
teachers
w h o ,
though still
bent
over
w i t h

arthralgia, hobbled to
class in the interest of
their students.
Your
dedication
and
commitment
make
Campion College the
great school it is.
Sincere
thanks
to
parent and alumna, Dr.
Bandara-Coore
who
graciously agreed to talk
to our teaching staff
about the Ebola disease
as well as how to cope
with the lingering effects
of chikv.

“CAMPION REIGNS SUPREME!”
Winner of Trophies for Top CSEC School (2003-2006 and
2008-2014) and Top CAPE School (2005-2014)

“And 1st place goes to
Campion College!” This
seemed to be the MC’s
refrain at the 2014 CXC
Awards
Ceremony
staged by the Jamaica
Association of Principals
of Secondary Schools on
November
14,
2014.
Campionites collected a
total of 82 awards for
placing 1st, 2nd or 3rd
in the island in subjects
offered at the CSEC and
CAPE levels. Of the four
major awards, our boys
were 1st, 2nd and 3rd in
the
Technical/
Vocational category.
On the CSEC National
Merit List, which ranks
students placing 1-10 in

each
subject,
C a m p i o n
students claimed
87
sp ots—6 7
more than their closest
rivals, ICHS. At the CAPE
level, 121 of the places on
the merit list went to
Campionites—almost
three times the number
earned by our friends at
ICHS.
On the CSEC
Regional Merit List, which
shows
how
students
matched up against each
other
across
the
Caribbean,
Campion
College students were
first
in
English
A,
Geography (1st to 5th),
Maths (6 Campionites
tied
for
1 st
place)
Technical Drawing (1st
and 2nd) and Visual Arts.
Overall,
Campionites

claimed 51 spots on the
list of students placing 110 in the region (36 more
than our closest rival St.
Augustine Girls School in
Trinidad).
On the CAPE Regional
Merit List, we were 1st in
Computer Science in both
Units 1 and 2, and 1st in
Literatures in English
(Unit 1). Overall, for both
Units 1 and 2, we placed
1 - 10 a total of 36 times
(12 more than our rivals
Naparima
College
in
Trinidad and Tobago).

2013-14
Head
Boy,
Romario White, who was
the
Region’s
Most
Outstanding Candidate in
Natural Sciences: Grade 1
in ten Units with all A’s in
the
module
grades.
Romario , who is currently
a first year medical student
at the UWI, was one of
three Jamaican students
recognized at the Regional
CXC Awards ceremony held
on December 4 at the UWI
Regional
headquarters,
Mona.

We heartily congratulate
all our students, their
teachers and parents for
this
outstanding
performance.
We reserve very special
commendations for our
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Odyssey
The Campion College Dance Society
staged its 4th concert, "Odyssey" at
the Little Theatre on Saturday July
19th and Sunday July 20th. Both
shows were sold out and the
reviews of the performance were all
in the superlative. This season, 7
dancers from Campion performed
with the National Dance Theatre
Company. Another 7 are provisional
members of the Company.

academic scholarship, the school
has offered to pay for anything to do
with his further training in dance.
The Dance Instructor at Deerfield is
now in contact with our own Mr.
Wright to see how we can
collaborate in the promotion of the
art form in both
schools.

Taro Jones, who left us to attend
Deerfield
Academy
in
Massachusetts, so impressed with
the solo piece which he performed
at Odyssey, that apart from his full

Culture Day 2014
The History Department, under the
leadership of the new Head of
Department, Mrs. Tracian
Condappa-Anderson, organized
several activities to observe Heritage
Week, which culminated in Culture
day on October 15. One of the
highpoints of Culture Day was the
display in the Courtyard which
celebrated the contribution of the
different ethnic groups to our
common Jamaican heritage.
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Campion Rules the Pool
Campion’s Boys Swimming and
Water Polo teams dominated their
sports this term winning the Under
13, Under 16 and Under 19 titles in
Water Polo as well as the recently
held ISSA Swim meet. The Girls
water polo team were silver
medalists and the Swim team also
placed second-in both instances
defeated by our rivals in the poolsICHS.

Sports Highlights
LAWN TENNIS
All teams made it to the semi-final
round of competition. Both Under
15 teams went to the finals. The
Under 15 girls are ALL ISLAND
CHAMPIONS.
RUGBY
The Under 19 team went to the
semi-finals of their competition.
NETBALL
Both Junior and Senior teams
advanced to the quarter final
round of their competition.
BASKETBALL
The Under 16 Boys ended their
campaign in the quarter finals.

Campus Happenings
Give-Back-Day: Congratulations to
the Student Council on another very
successful Give-Back-Day. The rain
did not stop students from turning
out and really doing a fine job of
beautifying their school.
Club Expo: Thanks to the hard
work of Mrs. Donna Fong-KongGraham and the Head Prefects,
Club Expo was a resounding
success. First Formers were treated
to a well organized display of
Campion’s rich and vibrant cocurricular life.

Big Brother/Sister Social: First
Form students had a great time
with their 6th Form ‘siblings’ in
September.

Careers Rap: On November 5,
students were treated to another
Careers Rap. Professionals from a
wide variety of fields sat with
students in small groups and shared
information about their respective
careers. It was a wonderful
community event as many of the
professionals were parents and/or
alumni.
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Campion Goes to Washington
Ms. Cheryl Holdsworth, teacher in
the English Department, took a
group of students on a trip to
Washington to see a production of a
play they are currently studying.
In her report she writes: The English
Literature Overseas Field Trip to
Washington D.C. for “Julius Caesar”
was very successful. The trip
included visits to Howard University;
th e Ho lo c au s t M u se u m, th e
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum,
The Museum of Natural History, The
World War II Memorial, The White
House, The Martin Luther King
Memorial, The National Treasury:
Bureau of Engraving and Printing

and The Frederick Douglass House
and Historical Site.
The visits to the Air and Space
Museum, the National Treasury and
The Frederick Douglass Historical
Site were quite memorable. At the
visit to the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing, students watched behind
bullet proof glass the entire process
involved in the making of US dollars.
On Saturday, November 1, 2014, the
group was privileged to see the live
performance of “Julius Caesar” at
the Folger Theatre, only steps away
from the US Nation’s Capitol
building.

School Ceremonies
Magis Awards 2014: The annual
Magis Awards ceremony was held
on Wednesday October 22nd. Mr.
Christopher Issa (alumnus and
parent) was our guest speaker.
Recently retired teachers Mrs. Helen
Gordon and Mrs. Jacqueline
Marshall, as well as outstanding
parent Mrs. Odette Dixon-Neath,
were honoured at the event. A
special tribute was paid to Mrs.
Cheryl Gayle, our former Head of

Science, who has been seconded
for two years to serve as the
Principal of the new Mt .St Joseph
Catholic High School in
Mandeville.

Graduation 2014: This took place
on July 3, 2014. Our guest speaker
was Mr. Christopher Berry (parent)
seen here presenting an award to
Valedictorian, Jabari Hastings.

Valedictory Celebration: On June
19, there was a brief ceremony to
mark the leaving of the 2014
Upper Sixth Form class.
Certificates were distributed and a
brief exhortation was given by their
Grade Supervisor Ms. Kathryn
Stewart. They were entertained by
past students Mario Guthrie and
Daniel Morgan and then they were
treated to a cocktail (non-alcoholic)
party afterwards. This was a break
with the practice for the past 10
years of including the Upper Sixth
Formers in the July Graduation
ceremony. The students reported
that they preferred this less formal
setting for their school leaving
celebration.
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Campion Cares
Bread Drive: Ms. Kathryn Stewart, 6th
Form Supervisor, organized another
'bread drive' to support the work of
the Open Arms Centre, a 24 hour
programme for homeless adults. On
October 30th sixth form students
delivered over 175 loaves of bread to
the centre on Windward Road. They
were also given a tour of the facility,
which deeply impressed them.
We Care: On December 18,
students in the We Care club spent
the day tutoring students from St.
Jude’s Primary School in
Mathematics.

Angels of Love:
This club
conducted a successful Teddy Bear
Drive and was able to provide gifts
for many needy children.

Champion Home Work Centre:
Ms. Alisha Bowen and the students
who tutor the children from
Chambers Lane threw a party for
their pupils at the close of term.

MOP Christmas Treat: On
Monday
December
15,
Campionites delivered over 300
care packages to the residents of
the Golden Age Home. The group
cheered the residents with sorrel,
song and the gift of their company.
"At the end of each year we here
at the Golden Age Home look
forward to seeing the Campion
students taking various items for
residents, bringing comfort and
cheer. Words cannot express the
heartfelt gratitude for a gesture
such as this. What you are doing is
greatly appreciated."
(Resident of the Golden Age Home)
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IN EMORIAM
Memorial Mass: On September 25th the school community gathered in
the Sts. Peter and Paul Church to celebrate the life and service of our
beloved Melanie Green, former Vice Principal and Campion stalwart.
Fr. Peter Isaac was the main celebrant of the Eucharistic celebration at
which Mr. Green and other members of her family, present and past
teachers, parents and alumni from across the decades were in
attendance.

MIKHAIL CAMPBELL
1995—2014

The school community mourns the sudden and tragic death of Mikhail Campbell, a member of the graduating
class of 2012. His teachers remember him as polite, conscientious, capable, jovial, ambitious and deeply loyal to
his school. Mikhail was a member of our successful pioneering Schools Challenge Quiz Team. At the time of his
passing he was a first year medical student at the University of the West Indies.
May we all be consoled by
time, will find rest. Length
life….Coming to perfection
taken him quickly from the

these words from the Book of Wisdom: " The virtuous man, though he die before his
of days is not what makes life honourable, nor number of years the true measure of
in such a short while, he achieved long life. His soul being pleasing to God, He has
wickedness around him." (Wisdom 4)

May his beautiful soul enjoy eternal happiness in the presence of our loving God.
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Thank you Home School Association!
My sincere thanks go out to all members of the Home School Association and in particular, to our energetic
President, Mr. Gareth Walker and his indefatigable Executive Body. What a hectic term it has been for them!
Once again, they provided excellent support for all our school events. I am deeply grateful for all their help with
our Consultation Days, Careers Rap and the Radley Reid Road Race.
The parents who volunteered to serve as substitutes this term were heavily called upon because so many teachers
were affected by the Chikv. This continues to be an invaluable service to the school community, for which I am
most appreciative.
Congratulations on the HSA’s successful Mega Cake Sale, Breakfast Club, Movie Night and Jingle Jam! The
Jingle Jam Christmas concert was spectacular—professionally organized by Mrs. Adriana Mair, Mrs. Margot
Jameson and Mrs. Tamara Scott-Williams, and then expertly guided by our resident MC, Mrs. Odette Dixon –
Neath. Well done, team Jingle Jam!
Perhaps the HSA’s ‘tour de force’ this term was the wonderful Christmas Dinner provided for all members of staff.
The meal was sumptuous, the service (by the executive members themselves) was impeccable and the
entertainment (Sharda Spence, The School Band and Ity and Fancy Cat) was superb.
Finally, the new netball court, which should be ready in January, has been made possible in part by money
donated by the Home School Association. On behalf of every knee scarred netballer—Thank you! Thank you!

Important Notices
Principal on Leave:
I shall be on vacation leave next
term. Mr. Lavare Henry will be the
Acting Principal. I resume duties on
May 1, 2014.
Founders Week:
January 5 –10 will be observed as
Founders week. Please see the
school’s website for the schedule of
activities for that week.
School Magazine:
This year is a magazine year so
please support the effort by taking
out ads and pre-purchasing your
copy! E-mails can be sent to
messadomedia@gmail.com for more
information on advertising.
Photographs for the school’s year
book will be taken in February.
Parents will receive communication
givi ng the detai ls of
t he
arrangements. I encourage every
student to take advantage of this
opportunity to have their portraits
done by our highly professional
photographers.

Christmas Message
How I wish more of us had
gathered in the Sts. Peter and Paul
Church on December 17 to be
blessed by the performance of the
Campion College Chapel Choir.
Mr. Randall Campbell, the same
teacher who took our Quiz team to
the finals in only three years,
seems on course to work the same
miracle with this fledgling choir.
Those of us in the audience were
transported by the beauty of their
cherubic voices. One parent
commented that if she had closed
her eyes she would have imagined
herself in a concert hall in Austria,
listening to the famous Vienna
Boys Choir.
With ancient hymn, anthems and
carols, it was a wonderful way to
usher in the Christmas season.
My prayer for each of you this
Advent is that the celebration of
the coming of the Christ child to

our world would bring you renewed
Hope. Hope that will temper our
despair when we consider the
atrocities being committed in our
world, hope that will keep us
optimistic about the future of our
own country, and hope that will
allow us, in the midst of any
personal grief or sadness, to still be
able to experience the joy of family
and friendship.
All the graces and blessings of this
holy season to you all!

